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Luke 18:9-14

 9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’  13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

“WE’RE ALL BEGGARS”


Trick or treating was not part of my growing up.  It wasn’t because my parents didn’t approve of the customary costumes: witches, goblins, or ghosts.  It wasn’t because it was Halloween was a “pagan” holiday (it’s actually historically a Church holiday).  No, it was actually because my Dad had gotten in his mind that trick-or-treating was an unnecessary form of “begging” (I’m not saying I agree with it).  I distinctly remember him saying, “If you kids really NEED candy I’ll buy some for you.  You don’t need to BEG the neighbors for it.”  To him, this “trick-or-treating” was a pathetic image - kids BEGGING for handouts.  

This parable presents a far more “pathetic” image;  a grown man, in the temple, in front of masses of people, head bowed in disgrace, BEGGING!  Nothing to offer the Holy God; nothing to offer – no favorable comparison between he and his peers – no evidence of self-worth – JUST BEGGING.

A teacher says, “Turn in your assignments” and you produce completed homework.  A parent asks, “What did you get done while I was gone?” and you show off a cleaned room.  A boss demands month end paperwork, and you offer your sales figures.  A weary mother of little ones asks her husband what he did all day, and he lays down a week’s wages.  Compare all this with the Tax-Collector who stands before the Holy God in His temple and produces NOTHING – and instead dares to beg!  . . . But in Jesus’ parable THE BEGGAR is the winner!  He comes with NOTHING and leaves with EVERYTHING.  The  BEGGAR goes to his home “justified” – at peace with God.

Beggars:  that’s a perfect picture of what God has in mind for his children as they gather in weekly worship.  Come filthy in sin.  Come knowing you have nothing that will pacify the Just and Holy God.  Come with head bowed and heart burdened.  Come only as a BEGGAR.  Come and receive!  Receive that which you do not have and cannot produce.  Receive Jesus’ life of perfect obedience to the His Father; He lived it FOR YOU.  Receive the promise that your sins are forgiven for Jesus sake; your pastor’s call is to announce that very blessing in Jesus stead.  Receive, in deed, the very body given into death, the very blood spilled for sinners sake – it’s distributed in this Divine Service regularly for the forgiveness of all of your sins.  Receive the assurance that with Christ as your Waiter and your Meal, you are prepared to go home – to enter heaven “justified” – declared right with God through Jesus!   

It is said that among Martin Luther’s final words on earth were these, “WE’RE ALL BEGGARS”.  And what a blessing it is to be beggars in the house of the LORD who is merciful for beggar’s sake.  “Blessed are the poor in spirit (beggars) for theirs IS the kingdom of Heaven.”  AMEN.
