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2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3 His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 4 And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 

 5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.) 

 7 Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 

 8 Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. 

 9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

Intro:  I can’t play piano. . . My folks would have been happy to get me lessons when I was young, but I, regrettably, avoided them at great pains because I watched my brother loathe them.  But I bet I could still identify many of the tunes he and my sister used to learn to play the piano.  You see, they were taught in a system called the “Suzuki Method”.  The unique method relies heavily upon learning to play the right notes by “hearing them” – not once or twice but over and over and over again.  They actually had a cassette tape (yes, I remember what they are!;) that had their practice material on it and a significant part of their weekly piano assignment was to listen to a particular melody being played properly – to hear again and again and again.  Their teacher, Mrs. Hough, could have just played these relatively simple tunes for them before they left the lesson – she could have played the recording for them on her own tape player, but instead she gave the tape. The message from Mrs. Hough was this: KEEP ON HEARING IT.  

As we celebrate this lesser known festival of the Transfiguration of our LORD, we don’t hear from Mrs. Hough the piano teacher.  Rather, we hear from the God the Father himself, not through a prophet nor His Son, but the Father speaking Immediately to these 3 disciples; Peter, James, and John.  And His message was the Suzuki method,   KEEP ON HEARING HIM.  

The first question worth asking regarding the Father’s message - KEEP ON HEARING HIM - is, “Who is this ‘Him’”?  


In December we pause to marvel at the Christmas manger – and the marvel is that the LORD’s Christ – the long-promised Messiah is to be found in human flesh like one of us.  We come to find out in the Epiphany season that he makes Jerusalem pilgrimages with his parents like a normal 12-year old boy;  We hear that His body and mind grew just like that of an ordinary adolescent boy. (Lk. 2:41 ff)  We find Him referred to as “the carpenter’s son” – the one who has ordinary relatives just like the rest of us (Matt. 13:55).   We come to find out this manger boy grows up to be what some would call a “mommas boy” attending wedding receptions with his mother (Jn. 2:1).  In all of this ordinary looking life, however, it was never to be lost sight of just  who “He” was.   Even His own parents had to keep on hearing this:  Jesus rebuked their worry when he stayed behind at the temple as a 12-year old boy seeing to “His Father’s business”.  Jesus chided His mother again at the wedding for failing to regard his Savior-Son status.  


John the evangelist writes later of this Savior-Son, “He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him” (Jn. 1:10-11).   So Jesus himself, like a suzuki tape cassette, caringly and compassionately reminds even his own, just who ‘He’ is.  During the days immediately preceding this mountain top experience, Jesus had helped his disciples remember exactly who ‘He’ was.  Almost like a Catechism questioning, Jesus first asked about “people’s” perception of him.  The answers were predictable:  John the Baptist, Elijah, one of the other prophets.  But then He taught them by question who He really was; and Peter responded with confidence, “You are the Messiah” (God’s anointed One -Mk. 8:29)

Jesus wasn’t a “person of interest” to His parents, to the disciples, to the Jews or the whole world.  Jesus was ‘HIM’!  Jesus, the plain clothes, carpenter, momma’s boy from Nazareth was THE CHRIST.  And He had care and compassion enough to make certain that saving message was not lost to his disciples.  In fact this care and compassion for sluggish minds did not stop with Jesus.  On this mountain top, God the Father establishes Jesus status as the God-man.  He does so both with audibly and visibly.  The Father answers the question at hand, saying, “This is My beloved Son, whom I love. . .”   He answers the question by giving these 3 disciples a brief glimpse of the “Light of the World” Jn. 8:12).  We call Jesus “incarnate” which simply means ‘to take on/wear’ flesh’.  Not for a moment did Jesus stop being true God.  Rather that flesh daily clothed the majesty of His Divine Light.  But here on the Mt. of Transfiguration, The Father grants the 3 a glimpse of His Son in His un-muted glory, “full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1:14)
“He is My Son.  Keep on Hearing Him.”  This ordinary looking Jesus was indeed the eternal Son of God.  And though glimpses of his glory were all the world would see, they were to hear him ALWAYS!  This is a blessed message meant for you as well.  This Jesus is the one you are to “Keep on Hearing.”  He is no ordinary man.  His Word is not ordinary but extraordinary.  It is light and it is life.  By the Father’s grace, The Word has been left to us to replay over and over again, like a Suzuki cassette tape, that God’s only Son from Heaven, might not become lost in the white noise of the world and our cares.  He is God’s Son!  Keep on Hearing Him.
I did keep on hearing those Suzuki tapes, for years in fact.  I heard them, but I often wanted to be hearing a different tune.  I didn’t know anything about that music, what it was saying.  I just knew that I was hearing it over and over and over again.  Jesus was the Music His Father meant to be heard over and over and over again.  But what is it that He(Jesus) is saying?

God spoke through the angels to tell the shepherds who Jesus was.  He spoke with His own voice both at His baptism and here at the mount of transfiguration to establish His Divine Son-ship. His miracles also serve to testify of who he was.  Jesus’ message, What He is saying, had to do with How He is Who He is. Jesus is speaking of the Glory Road.

In 2006 a motion picture was released entitled “Glory Road”.  It recounted the 1966 Texas Western University basketball team that went on to win the national championship that year.  The result was glorious – The Road was NOT.  The majority of the team members were African Americans.  The very nature of their appearance brought scorn from mainstream media, rejection from most hotels and eating establishments, vitriolic ridicule from fans of virtually every arena in which they played, even threats and physical violence.  These outside pressures even managed to cause division and spite within the members of the team.  The Road was NOT glorious.  The Road was painful, lowly, humiliating, shame-filled.  The irony was, Glory Road wasn’t glorious in what it looked like, sounded like or felt like.   Glory Road was glorious in that it was the way  - THE ONLY WAY – to true glory.

This is really what God’s Son, Jesus begins saying to his disciples and all who will hear him leading right up to this mountain. “Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke this word openly.” This is the Glory Road of which Jesus is speaking. He is saying that right now is suffering.  The message of The Cross –  the humiliated and suffering Son of God - This is the “must hear” – the “keep on hearing” message of the Christ. This was the Road to Glory for the Son and for all sinners through God’s Son.


Peter didn’t want any part of it.  When Jesus began saying His road included suffering and dying Peter cried foul.  Peter objected.  Peter refused the path of suffering for the Savior AND especially as a disciple of the Savior. Again on the mountain, Peter sees a glimpse of this immediate splendor and His plans are for that a glorious compound be established right on that mountain apart from suffering – with no sacrifice – no sacrifice of God’s Son and certainly no suffering on the part of those who follow God’s Son.  Peter, even in all his zeal and excitement, couldn’t have been more wrong – He couldn’t have been more aligned with Satan.  He could see glory but he couldn’t see his sin and all its deadly effects.  He would not yet believe that only through suffering - the suffering and death of the Son of God – could that sin be forgiven and true glory prepared. 


You and I, like Peter, fail to see sin as the problem.  In our sinful flesh and weakness, we see suffering as the problem and that means that immediate, shallow, earthly glory is the solution.  Dear Peter’s, God grants to us glimpses of glory too, even if not on the mountain.  In his mercy God gives us days of earthly ease and enjoyment, pleasure and peace.  Like the glory-glimpse for the 3 on the mountain, these blessings are gifts of God.  But they are merely glimpses, NOT true glory. Jesus didn’t come to be your Savior by means of shallow glimpses. Jesus is the Son of God – YOUR SAVIOR – through humiliation, through suffering, through His cross, through His death.  Though Jesus was in fact true God, He “did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”  (Philip. 2:6-8)

This is what Jesus is still saying to this day.  In the Church’s preaching and teaching of Christ and His Cross, in the announcement of sins forgiven in holy absolution, in baptizing sinners into the death of Christ, in the regular distributing and receiving of  His crucified body and blood for forgiveness, Jesus is still saying, “Here, in lowliness and humility, in suffering and death I am your Savior”. And so the Father’s gracious command to you, dear sinner, is the same, “Keep on Hearing Him.”  AMEN.
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